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1. Keep pet waste cleaned up from lawns, sidewalks, and streets
and away from drainage ditches and storm drains.

2. Keep fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides off paved surfaces
and out of drainage paths. Use minimal amounts and follow all
label directions.

3. Do not wash or sweep debris or spilled materials into storm
drains.

4. Conserve the amount of water you use! Extra water
overwhelms wastewater treatment plants and water retention
basins—especially during heavy rains—and contributes to
combined wastewater overflows.

5. Do not dispose of grass clippings, leaves, brush, or other lawn
and garden waste into a drain, ditch, or street with a storm
sewer.

6. Make certain that all of the wastewater from your home is
directed to a sanitary sewer or a properly functioning and
approved on-site septic system.

7. Properly operate and maintain your on-site septic system.
Discharges from malfunctioning systems can impair water
quality including the water at public beaches. Septic system
maintenance information is available from the Saginaw County
Public Health Department.

8. Dispose of household chemicals, automotive fluid waste, and
other household hazardous waste materials properly.

9. Discharge boat or recreational vehicle waste only at approved
disposal locations.

10.When washing cars, direct wash water away from streets and
storm drains. Consider washing your car on the lawn so wash
water can be absorbed and filtered by the grass.

Do Your Bit for the Bay! The top 10 ways you can prevent storm water
pollution in the Saginaw Bay

Whenever it rains, water flows across our driveways,
lawns, sidewalks, and streets. It washes household
hazardous chemicals, lawn and garden waste,
pesticides, soils, and other pollutants into storm
drains. This water then enters our local water
bodies—primarily the Saginaw Bay. The first inch of
runoff from a storm carries approximately 90 percent
of the pollution. At least half of the water quality
problems in the United States result from this.

The Saginaw Area Storm Water Authority (SASWA),
in cooperation with the Bay Area Storm Water
Authority (BASWA), is committed to reducing the
amount of pollutants in storm water runoff. By putting
the following simple guidelines into practice, you can
do your bit for the Bay while also protecting other
local water bodies such as creeks, rivers, inland lakes,
ponds, and wetlands.


